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Dear Member,

Welcome to this edition of our newsletter, Number 82 according to my maffs.

Things are running quite slow at the moment with fishing hard work throughout the whole coastline. I understand from the media that even the commercial fleet are finding fishing difficult. There are also reports of Marine Conservation Areas or Zones wiping out huge areas of  available fishing in the North Sea, some of the zones around the south west have already been decided and will soon be implemented.

Our monthly competitions are running well although quite dominated by Mullet which are being targeted by most anglers, not all from our Club. There certainly is a drop in general fishing and we are hearing this from all clubs. But our monthly meetings are providing a focal point for members to get together and chat about what has been going on throughout the month and even forthcoming events. It has also helped having committee meetings every other month, although sometimes the agenda is a little thin. All members are welcome to meetings. 

I personally have been very, very busy this time of the year. I manage to get an odd day of the week off but I’ve noticed that it only rains or the wind gets up on a Tuesday, so this has hampered my fishing somewhat. Never mind, we still have September and October in front of us where fishing is better and will improve.

Our BBQ and casting event was held back in July and a special thanks to Paul Spratley and to Stefan Jones for their help in this. A few members turned up and had a good day casting and thoroughly enjoyed the barbeque and the view. We will do the same next year but we just need to come up with an idea and formula.

Putsborough was a great success again this year. Been running now every year since 1992. Thanks to Stefan for his help on the night helping Wayne with the weigh in. Many thanks to those sponsors of the competition, especially Sakuma. The Club did quite well again as it does earn quite a bit of money for us. The competition did create a lot of discussion on angling forums prior to and after it.

Our website is still quite well received. We have Awstats available again so follow the link to see how well it is doing. If you also look at Alexa, the website information site, yes there is one, you will find we are number 6,251,139 site on the world wide web…..honest. Brilliant. Have just made a small change in the Theme department just to make it look fresh now and again, is it alright ? Are there any other changes members would like ? Just let me know.

At one of our meetings a question was raised whether all record fish (British Record fish not clubs) have to be killed for identification. It would appear that procedure does not state whether all fish should be retained or just photographed and returned, each is on it’s own merit. There is a link to The Angling Trust website covering the procedure and the first thing they suggest is to contact them by phone. Not something you can easily do with a potentially record breaking Bass in the rock-pool. They would like you to kill the fish, but just don’t admit it. It is a personal decision and I know many would just photograph the fish and return it. It may be a good idea to have a look at the site.

Don’t forget that we have our Barry Hill Memorial competition coming up at the end of September on the 26th actually. Fishing from 6.00pm (on the Saturday) to 8.00pm and meeting at The Rising Sun, Lynmouth. Please let me or Wayne know if you are fishing.

I fired off the first and only E-News to members back in March. How was it ? Is it worth continuing with? The reason that it was the one and only to be honest is that not a lot has happened over the last few months, most competitions and specimen entries reported are on the website. I will get it going again to keep all members up to date with anything that’s going on. If anyone wants to contribute just mail me.

I quite often get emails from anglers coming down to this area on holiday and are after information on where to fish, best tackle shops, etc. Got a post holiday email back from an angler who had targeted bass around Saunton and Croyde and reported back that he had had some cracking fish, not huge, but had a great time on the beaches and plugging. It’s good when you hear all went well.

Aims Of The Club

To promote the sport of angling

Encourage and practice conservation

Educate and stimulate exchange of information

Organise competitions and social functions

Help and respect fellow anglers

Respect private property and abide by the country code

Avoid unnecessary killing of fish 


RAMBLE ON – Ramblings of Chairman Wayne
Newsletters come around all too quickly; I’m sure time passes quicker as we get older. So what should I ramble on about this time? It gets harder to find something new to write about especially when I write for the Journal each and every week. Just started a new venture writing for the online magazine www.worldseafishing.Com  in addition to the occasional article for Total Sea Fishing and others. I am also working on a book that will hopefully see the light of day sometime within the next couple of years.

The fishing year has been a slow one in general with many members struggling to find fish of any quality. Plenty of dogfish but very few ray, bass, or huss. The grey mullet have dominated in part due to a dedicated band of mullet enthusiasts within the club. For the first year in the clubs history there have been mullet caught in every month of the year. I doubt this is due to climate change just a willingness to pursue this hard fighting challenging fish outside of the traditional seasons.

The clubs membership is holding up well at present with several new members joining our ranks that I would like to welcome. I would ask that they get involved in the club as their input will shape the club, forging the type of club the membership wish to have.


In the past couple of years the club has changed dramatically moving away from the old ways of slaughtering fish. This more enlightened approach adopting catch and release is undoubtedly the way forward that will eventually become standard across the sport. There is nothing wrong with keeping the occasional fish for the table but killing fish for weighing and dumping? How can we justify this morally when we condemn the mismanagement of the oceans and resulting depleted stocks? I have heard all the arguments of it’s a drop in the ocean compared to the vast amounts taken by the commercial fleet. And how can we ensure no one cheats to gain victory in a match with the resulting cash reward?

We are a small friendly club and we have to trust each other. If anyone chooses to cheat they are only cheating themselves. We are fishing for the fun; enjoyment surely we join a club to join with other anglers in appreciation of this.

The only issue with no weigh-ins is that members are not interacting so frequently. There is an opportunity for members to meet up once a month at our meetings but only a few take the trouble to do so. We undoubtedly need to organise a few more events that fully engage the membership.


So far this year we have had a slide show, trip to Totnes, a casting event & BBQ, Boat fishing competition, Putsborough Open and presentation night. All of these events proved successful and enjoyable yet none of them attracted a large proportion of the membership. This is not important in one sense as people do not have to attend and so long as those who do attend enjoy it then this is fine. However it would be far better if more members would join in to create a more vibrant scene.

It is important to engage with new members who may be joining the club to learn more about the sport, to make friends and to catch more fish. There is no time in this world for petty secrecy; fish are difficult enough to find we need to pool our knowledge to improve the catch rate of all. There is after all a lot of coastline and plenty of fish in the sea. Well maybe not but the principle holds good doesn’t it?


So suggestions are welcome as to what you want from your club? 


Took a trip to St Ives recently with fellow club members Kevin and Richard a long trek but well worth it. We had been invited to visit the Ammodyte’s processing plant the intention being to go out and net some sandeel’s then see them processed and packed with a couple of hours fishing to round off the day. The day broke grey and gloomy which was not ideal for the pictures we intended to take but arrangements had been made and it would have taken a gale to force a cancellation.


We met up with Ian Tyldesley at 9.00am and after a whistle-stop tour of the unit we were off to the bustling harbour of St Ives with its narrow streets, shops, cafes and tourists. The tide was now ebbing back which was ideal for netting our quarry.  Ian and his factory supervisor Ashley ushered us into a sturdy craft propelled by twin outboards. Four hundred yards off the harbour quay Ian and Ashley started to pay out the fine meshed net. The weighted net is suspended beneath a line of floats and forms a bow behind the boat. The eels face uptide feeding on plankton and are trapped within the net as it is gradually drawn in as the boat is powered with the tide. As the net grows ever nearer there is growing sense of anticipation. Will there be sand eel’s within the net? What else have we trapped within its confines? As the net draws near it is clear that we have successfully entrapped a good number of sandeel’s a shimmering mass of glimmering life from the clear Cornish sea. The eels are scooped aboard and transferred to shallow boxes. When the net is clear the eel’s are taken to store nets suspended beneath buoys in the harbour for collection later.


After a repeat operation the eel’s are taken from the store nets and transferred to shallow boxes. A jeep meets up with us on the beach and the writhing eels are loaded up to be taken to the processing plant. A mile from the sea via throngs of tourists in narrow winding streets.


The eels are placed in a holding tank of cool aerated seawater where they are allowed to revive prior to processing. The sandeel’s are then netted out and place in a bucket of shallow water and anaesthetised before sorting into small, medium, large, extra large and snakes. From here they are sorted into pack-sized numbers, bagged and then vacuum packed. The vacuum packed eels are now placed on trays and blast frozen at close to -30 degrees C. Within 7 to 10 minutes the eels are solid and ready for storing in cold store rooms. 


The eels are distributed to a large chain of shops and sea life centres across the UK and further a field. The unit employs 12 full time staff and utilizes 3 x 7.5-ton lorries and 2 vans. 


Talking with Ian I realized that this industry is vital to sea angling, as we know it. Top quality frozen bait is something we all take for granted in is this day and age. Those of us who have been a around a few years can just remember an era before frozen sandeel’s, when mackerel and squid were the only readily available frozen baits. In those far off days you took a chance when you bought frozen baits; I well remember going into Combe Martins established tackle shop that was run by a true character of the highest order. Mushy yellow mackerel wrapped in newspaper; not the best bait in the world. 


After a quick snack the three of us were whisked out into St Ives bay for a spot of bass fishing. Light spinning rods were employed to flick live sandeel’s into the tide. The free lined baits were then guided towards an outcrop of rocks where bass and Pollock lay in ambush.


This simple minimalist fishing took me back to my day’s free lining for trout in our local streams. The line was paid carefully off the reel and held lightly between the fingers. When a fish took hold there was no mistaking as the line simply accelerated from the reel. It was simply a matter of closing the bale arm and tightening into the fish.


I had acquired a selection of hooks from Sakuma using size 2 circle hooks on my rod. Kevin and Richard used traditional patterned Sakuma hooks of a similar size.

Conclusions on hooks are hard to make. The circle hooks are supposed to be far better for catch and release with the majority of fish hooked in the scissors. This was not the case on this trip when both Pollock I caught had taken the hooks deep.


The fishing was not particularly good on this day but half a dozen small bass and a few Pollock certainly whetted our appetites for this exciting style of fishing.


After a couple of hours it was time to head back to St Ives and the bustling streets full of visitors. Back at the processing plant I took a few more pictures of the team in action before saying farewell and heading back on the long road back to North Devon. We stopped to refuel with a portion of fish n chips at Camelford and arrived home at around 9.30pm.


I have often said that one of angling greatest joys is the place’s it takes you to and the people you meet along the path to the waters edge. As I write this in early August the light is starting to fade and I realise the nights are pulling in there is much to look forward to in the angling calendar with the autumn months giving the cream of the years sport.


Earlier this evening I had a call from ‘Angling Times’ seeking views on proposals to impose a licence on sea anglers. Well-respected sea angler Alan Yates had apparently stated that he was in favour of a sea angling licence believing it would give us more power at the negotiating table. I told the news editor that I believed the majority of sea anglers strongly oppose a licence. They have seen fish stocks decimated by the commercial fleet over decades. Why should anglers pay until they have seen a dramatic increase in stocks and full recognition from the government that the recreational fishery is equally as important as the commercial sector? If a licence were introduced would the bureaucratic machinery put in place to police it absorb all the revenue?  There are fears that the need to buy a licence would deter many prospective anglers from taking up the sport and would impact heavily on the occasional angler on holiday with a corresponding impact on a tackle trade already reeling from the effects of a recession and a lack of fish in the sea.


Politics and anglers really do not mix. The average angler goes to the waters edge to escape the modern world. Yet by this very nature anglers risk losing their freedoms; I heard someone say recently that fishing is my freedom I know what this means; maybe we should fight for our freedom or pay someone else to fight on our behalf. Is this someone the Angling Trust?


Food for thought I hope. See you out at the waters edge I hope. 




Tight lines, for now. 

Wayne.                                                   

With many anglers ‘chasing’ fish during competitions may we just remind members to stand back and rethink about safer fishing. Here are a few thoughts.

1. Consider how the weather will affect your chosen mark and access to it. If rain is forecast will it be too dangerous.

2. If access involves a climb take a rope. Don’t think that you may have managed it okay without one. There is nothing clever about taking risks.

3. Do not fish dangerous isolated marks alone.

4. Always let someone know where you are going and give an approximate time for arriving back.

5. Make sure your footwear is suitable and in good condition.

6. Take your time and tread carefully.

7. Take extra care on grass slopes when wearing wet weather gear. If you start to slide you may not stop. Many of the marks we fish have grassy slopes leading to cliff edges.

8. Keep a close eye on sea conditions, big waves can sweep anglers off rocks. Be aware of times of high water and size of tide. Remember that rogue waves can appear well after high water. Avoid getting cut off. If you intend to do so ensure that you keep a good margin of safety above the high water line.

9. Consider wearing flotation aids.

10. Wear warm clothing and carry a hot drink.

11. Carry a small first aid kit. Plasters, scissors, antiseptic cream and pain killers. Ever had a trip spoilt by a headache ?

12. Consider how you are going to land the fish hooked. If you wait till you hook a big one you may take risks in the heat of the moment.

13. Don’t forget your mobile phone.  

Well I hope that has made you think about safety on the rocks and accessing marks. I know it’s easy to take a chance, but consider the consequences of a moments carelessness or bravado.

Remember Species Spotlight  -  Flounder
Every autumn the estuaries are invaded by anglers in search of the humble flounder. These are probably one of the easiest fish to catch. They are normally tempted with worms or crab baits presented on a variety of bottom fished rigs. One a fixed paternoster two hook rig and the other a simple two hook free running paternoster. These will catch flounder from any venue. Beads are often added as many believe their bright colours attract inquisitive flounder. Breakaway leads can be used to anchor the baits in a strong flow.

Beachcasters and relatively heavy tackle are often necessary in the estuary. Great sport however can be obtained from harbours and beaches. Combe Martin beach, Watermouth harbour and Ilfracombe harbour will produce quality flounder.

Scale down the tackle to a light spinning rod or carp rod and 10 bs line will give the flounder a chance to show it’s fighting ability. Follow the tide up and don’t be afraid to present the bait in very shallow water. I have often caught flounder in water less than a foot deep.

The secret of catching a lot of flounder is speed. Always have two traces on the go, whilst fishing one rebait the other. When you reel in unclip one trace and clip on the freshly baited trace. This can increase your fishing time by an hour over the course of a day. It is common for several flounder to be caught within a few minutes of the tide. Having bait in the water all the time will improve your success rate.  

Jim Baddicks A – Z Of Fishing  (From 1994 No.48) 

A
Angling
What I think I’m good at

B
Bait

Mackerel, my favourite

C
Crabs

I’ve had these before, I collect them in pots

D
Dogfish
A common fish, my personal best is 1lb 4oz

E
Excitement
Casting my Shimano without birdnesting

F
Fluke

When I catch a fish

G
Glass topped tables
Used in certain clubs for certain activities

H
Hook

I use anything rusty or not

I
Imagination
Needed to make new rigs

J
Jim

Me

K
Knots

Mine don’t hold, especially my leader knots

L
Laugh

What Paul and Chris to at me

M
Minimum size
I struggle to catch fish above this

N
Notice

People shouldn’t take any of this of me

O
Over head thump
A casting method

P
Patience
Needed for fishing

Q
Questions
I’m always asking them as I don’t know much

R
Rockling
I catch lots of these due to my casting ability

S
Slammer
A rod, if you see one in the sea it’s Paul’s

T
Tackle

Mine isn’t very big

U
Undersize
Most of my fish are this

V
Vehicle
I’ve got a red one, I’m not allowed to use it

W
Weigh in 
I go to these mostly to watch though

X
Xtra distance
Gained by technique (which I havn’t got)

Y
Yes

What I say when I get a fish, not said very often

Z
Ziplex

A rod too powerful for me


Success In Swansea

By Mario Manley
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4am on a summers morning, the alarm alert’s me its time to get ready .With 5am the pick-up time by Adrian gove and john avery,we soon loaded up the car and on our way to Swansea.2 1/2hours later we arrived at meeting point and was greeted by cliff.A quick chat and tesco for breakfast was next.

Meeting back up again we headed off with colin nedin up to one of his and cliff’s favourite mark’s near the liberty football stadium.

On arrival at the mark it looked really good,surely we would catch a fish or two!

4 hours very few bite’s it was time for a change.Back to the yatch club .

Arrival at the club we saw many club members with reports of small fish or blank’s.4 more hours went by with no fish and very few bites.5pm time to call it a day,and another blank had been recorded for myself.

Sunday morning we decide to fish the 2nd road bridge area.We decided that we would only ledger  today.With in 15mins we all started getting bites, but not connecting .Next to me john had a hunch that one of us would catch.10.45am rattle ,rattle;I waited afew more seconds ,rattle of the rod tip .This time I stuck and connected to a fish about 20yards out .

The fish was making the most of the tide,making 6 good runs in a fight that lasted almost 10 minutes before john could net the fish.After weighing the fish and some photo’s we returned the fish ,which took 5 minutes to recover before swimming off .This to me is a good time seeing a fish returned safely and not  killed .

The next 6 hours went by with missed bites every cast for myself.Adrian had more luck landing 2 mullet ,john had no luck.

At this time I would like to thank cliff and colin for all the effort they put in .The venue was really good with people being able to float or ledger.There was at least 30 mullet landed and a lone carp! 

Latest Results From Our Website

July 2010

This months competition dominated by Mullet with many registered and some crackers too. First place to Jon Patten with a Thin Lipped Mullet of 4lb 9oz (130.357%), second to Mario Manley another Thin of 4lb 6oz (125.000%) and third to Jon Patten with a Thin of 4lb (114.286%). Many other specimen Mullet in the reports leader board. 

June 2010

Seventeen members fished throughout this month with a few good specimen fish being registered, particularly Dave Brooke with a Starry Smoothhound of 12lb 8oz (125%) taking first  and forth with a Common of 10lb 5oz (103.125%). Mario Manley also did well taking second and third places with a Thin Lipped Mullet of 3lb 13oz (108.929%) and a Thick Lipped Mullet of 4lb 2 1/2oz (103.906%). A Small Eyed of 9lb 1oz (90.625%) was registered by Kevin Legge. 

Putsborough 2010

A very successful night at Putsborough with thirty eight anglers fishing. A bit blowy earlier in the evening but died away as the tide turned. Many thanks to those who donated prizes including, Sakuma, Ammo, Trim, Braunton News and of course the club for £100. We will get a full report out later but winners are, 

1st    Simon Sylvestor with a Dogfish of 2lb 2 3/4oz, 2nd    Steve Luxton with a Small Eyed Ray of 6lb 12oz, 3rd    Danial Redmoor with another Small Eyed of 6lb 1/2oz, 4th    Ronnie Crockett with a Dogfish of 1lb 12 1/2oz, 5th    Chris Rowe with a Small Eyed of 5lb 11 1/2oz, 6th    Sean Brockenshire another Small Eyed of 5lb 8 1/2oz, 7th    James Atkinson with a 1lb 10 1/4oz Dogfish, 8th     Julian Stainer with a 1lb 9oz Dogfish, 9th    Graham Snow with a Small Eyed of 5lb 3oz, 10th     Kevin Lydiard with a Dogfish of 1lb 7 1/4oz, 11th    James Atkinson with a 1lb 6 1/4oz Dogfish and finally 12th    Ross Prior with a 1lb 6oz Dogfish.

Many many thanks to those competitors who attended I know from some distance away and many thanks to Stefen for his help on the night. 

May 2010

Fishing has slipped back a little over the last few weeks with some species getting late. However seventeen members fished throughout the month and some quite good specimens were caught. First to Graham Snow with a tidy Thin Lipped Mullet of 3lb 15oz (112.5%), second to John Avery with a Thick Lipped Mullet of 3lb 15 1/2oz (99.219%) and third to Guy Spriggs with a late Smoothhound of 9lb 10oz (96.25%).

Tom Clarke Memorial Boat Match

Quite a successful event where 10 members fished from two boats from Minehead and Lynmouth. Several smaller boats were going to fish but unfortunately due to the fresh NW breeze which got up we lost a couple of the smaller boats and therefore members fishing. Fishing was hard in general, but Jon Patten took top prize with a Small Eyed of 9lb, other fish included many other smaller ray, conger to 20lb, pollock, huss smoothhound and many, many dogfish. The "weigh in" (all fish were returned) was held at The Rising Sun, Lynmouth who laid on plates of delicious food, breaded chicken, sausages and sandwiches. Many thanks to Tony Vickery and The Rising Sun.    

April 2010

Well, well well... April saw one fantastic turn around in the last few days of the competition. Sixteen members fished and saw some awesome specimens registered throughout the month. Clear winners all the way till the end then piped at the post by some late entries. First place went to Adrian Gove with a fine Thick Lipped Mullet of 4lb 11 1/2oz (117.969%), second to Kevin Legge with a thoughtful Thornback of 13lb 3 1/2oz (110.156%), third to Dave Brooke with his desirable Dogfish of     3lb 4 3/4oz (109.896%). Other places worth a mention include Chris Martin with brave Bull Huss of 10lb 15oz (109.375%) and of 10lb 13oz (108.125%), also Dave Brooke with another Huss of 9lb 7oz (94.375%). Brilliant month.

March 2010

This months competition saw a variety of species for the sixteen participating anglers throughout this month. First place to Andy Joslin with a Conger of 25lb 7oz (127.187%), second to Guy Spriggs with a Thornback Ray of 10lb 8oz (87.5%), third place to Stefen Jones with a Dogfish of 2lb 8oz (83.333%) and forth place to John Avery with a Mullet of 3lb 4oz (81.25%). May I remind all members to book fish through John Avery please..

February 2010

With seventeen anglers taking part this month general fishing proved difficult however magic Mullet made many anglers smile around the coast. First place went to Graham Snow with his Mullet of 4lb 7 3/4oz (110.938%), second to Adrian Gove with one of 4lb 1 1/2oz (102.344%) and third to John Avery with a fish of 3lb 7oz (85.938%). Dave Brooke registered a Dogfish of 2lb 8 3/4oz (84.896%) to give him forth place. 

January 2010

What a super start to the new year with 19 members fishing throughout this competition with a cracking Cod taking first place. Many members though have had difficulty in getting out because of the wintry weather we have endured throughout this last month. However Jason Barrow was to take first place with his boat caught Cod of 17lb 14oz (119.167%), second to Ashley Clarke with a smashing Spurdog again from the boat of 11lb 8oz (95.833%) and third place to Dave Brooke with a difficult Dogfish of 2lb 12oz (91.667%). Notable runners up include Wayne Thomas with another boat caught Spurdog of 10lb 8oz (87.5%) and Chris Martin with a Thornback of 12lb 2oz (86.607%)  

I’ve just had an experience with a Golden Grey so here is a helping hand from the Mullet Club although the more you read from the internet the more difficult it becomes to identify.
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The remainder of the Calendar is as follows

September 

Sunday 5th            FOM Meeting 

Sunday 26th          Lyn Fish / Barry Hill Memorial 6.00pm (Sat) to 8.00pm 

                                Meet at The Rising Sun, Lynmouth after 8.00pm 

October 

Sunday 3rd            FOM Meeting and Committee Meeting 

November 

Sunday 7th            FOM Meeting 

December 

Sunday 5th            FOM Meeting 

Friday 10th            AGM Meeting Braunton Cricket Club 7.30pm 

Saturday 11th        to 

Sunday 12th           Christmas Competition 6.00pm to 7.00pm Donated prizes 

                                Meet at Braunton Cricket Club   50/50 Charity Event  

Don’t forget that we are always after your contributions for this Newsletter, however small, just jot them down on a postcard and post them to the address above or email them via our website.
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