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Dear Member

Welcome to this 83rd edition of The Combe Martin Sea Angling Club newsletter.

We’ve had a brilliant winter with lots of things going on and our calendar looks pretty good over the next few months. Our last newsletter was late last summer (as it normally is !! ) , what I meant was that it came out “Late Summer” and since then we have had a couple of E-Newsletters sent out to members only, but if you want to be included just let me have your email address for inclusion.

Our Presentation Night was held at The Royal Marine Hotel on Saturday March 5th and we had what can only be described as a “brilliant” night. Good company with good food in a good setting with good beer and red wine. Many thanks to all those who attended the night and to those whom brought a raffle prize for club funds. As we have said next year is the Club’s 50th anniversary and we are looking at the same venue, which is very fitting for those that can go back as far as some can !! We had a minibus booked for the night which was a great help for members, so thanks to Martin’s Travel for a pleasant trip.

I mentioned in one of the recent E-newsletters about The Bristol Channel Federation going through a particularly rough time at the moment. We have several officers now “over due” for retirement and they are not getting young blood up to replace them. An emergency meeting has been held but still to date no volunteers for secretary or chairman. Current secretary is going to continue short term but I fear for it’s future.

One fantastic bit of news however is that Kevin Legge has been awarded the Wilkinson Sword ( inter-alia ) from the Bristol Channel Federation and Wayne joined Kevin to collect the award at Brean on March 18th. Now, the problem was that we all knew that Kevin was going to be awarded this as we had nominated him, but that he didn’t actually want to go to the evening. You know Kevin, would rather be fishing. However he was persuaded to go and attend where he had no idea that he had won this prestigious award. Pictures on the website.

We have just had the Putsborough competition last weekend and I’m sorry about the weather on the night. Very strong north westerly winds mad for a very difficult nights fishing which undoubtedly was one of the reasons for the lower than expected turnout on the night. Results later but many thanks to the Tucker family, Sakuma, Ammo and to Kevin Legge for twisting their arms again this year for donated prizes. Thanks to Wayne and Alan for their help. Matt Druce won the night and took away £100 and many, many prizes so well done to those anglers who did catch. Next year will see our 30th anniversary of our Putsborough competitions and I would like to see a big effort from all to mark this event, with perhaps an increase in the prize money. The catch and release element worked quite well on the night.

We have again subscribed to the Angling Trust this year and it is becoming clear that we need to help and support this organisation as it is this trust that the government recognises and liases with. I have received personal membership packs and windscreen stickers if required but I strongly recommend membership at £25 per annum to support their fight against commercial netting and trawling in estuaries, restrictions to angling and bait-digging and of course the EU Common Fisheries Policy as recently become quite publicly prominent by Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall. Please ask me for a information pack for membership.

Finding Sanctuary has progressed somewhat by its recommendations of a Marine Conservation Area twix Westward Ho. and Foreland. Although at this stage just a recommendation we cannot report on any restriction on angling but there will be some “set aside” areas where there will be no take zones or any angling activity. We will wait and see. 

Aims Of The Club

To promote the sport of angling

Encourage and practice conservation

Educate and stimulate exchange of information

Organise competitions and social functions

Help and respect fellow anglers

Respect private property and abide by the country code

Avoid unnecessary killing of fish 


In the past couple of years the club has changed dramatically moving away from the old ways of slaughtering fish. This more enlightened approach adopting catch and release is undoubtedly the way forward that will eventually become standard across the sport. There is nothing wrong with keeping the occasional fish for the table but killing fish for weighing and dumping? How can we justify this morally when we condemn the mismanagement of the oceans and resulting depleted stocks? I have heard all the arguments of it’s a drop in the ocean compared to the vast amounts taken by the commercial fleet. And how can we ensure no one cheats to gain victory in a match with the resulting cash reward?

We are a small friendly club and we have to trust each other. If anyone chooses to cheat they are only cheating themselves. We are fishing for the fun; enjoyment surely we join a club to join with other anglers in appreciation of this.

The only issue with no weigh-ins is that members are not interacting so frequently. There is an opportunity for members to meet up once a month at our meetings but only a few take the trouble to do so. We undoubtedly need to organise a few more events that fully engage the membership.

With many anglers ‘chasing’ fish during competitions may we just remind members to stand back and rethink about safer fishing. Here are a few thoughts.

1. Consider how the weather will affect your chosen mark and access to it. If rain is forecast will it be too dangerous.

2. If access involves a climb take a rope. Don’t think that you may have managed it okay without one. There is nothing clever about taking risks.

3. Do not fish dangerous isolated marks alone.

4. Always let someone know where you are going and give an approximate time for arriving back.

5. Make sure your footwear is suitable and in good condition.

6. Take your time and tread carefully.

7. Take extra care on grass slopes when wearing wet weather gear. If you start to slide you may not stop. Many of the marks we fish have grassy slopes leading to cliff edges.

8. Keep a close eye on sea conditions, big waves can sweep anglers off rocks. Be aware of times of high water and size of tide. Remember that rogue waves can appear well after high water. Avoid getting cut off. If you intend to do so ensure that you keep a good margin of safety above the high water line.

9. Consider wearing flotation aids.

10. Wear warm clothing and carry a hot drink.

11. Carry a small first aid kit. Plasters, scissors, antiseptic cream and pain killers. Ever had a trip spoilt by a headache ?

12. Consider how you are going to land the fish hooked. If you wait till you hook a big one you may take risks in the heat of the moment.

13. Don’t forget your mobile phone.  

Well I hope that has made you think about safety on the rocks and accessing marks. I know it’s easy to take a chance, but consider the consequences of a moments carelessness or bravado.

Ramble On - Ramblings Of Chairman Wayne

 CMSAC newsletter time again and as always Nick has asked me to put down a few of my ramblings on angling. I seem to be writing a lot these days with a weekly journal column, regular features for www.worldseafishing.com occasional magazine features and an ongoing book project. So newsletter time can be looked upon as a chore or an opportunity to ramble on about the issues that affect us all within the club. 

        So first off how is the club doing? 

Well we have adopted a catch and release policy that is considered to be a positive step by many within the club and outside of the club. The wholesale slaughter of fish for prizes is no longer morally defensible. I have heard all the arguments about the small number of fish killed having little impact upon fish stocks especially when compared with the commercial fishery. However by adopting catch and release we have a stronger moral base from which to argue. 

The downside of the catch and release has been a decline in the face to face interaction between club members. We are struggling to address this issue with more events to include members. Those who have attended have enjoyed these but sadly few have taken the trouble to attend. The slide show in February had a minor technical hitch that was fortunate as there were only half a dozen of us present and we all crowded around the laptop to view my angling images. We will try again next year and perhaps try a different format. 

The presentation night was a very enjoyable evening with good food and great company at the Marine Hotel Combe Martin. This was fitting; as for years we held our meetings at this venue and intend to use the venue again next year to celebrate the clubs fiftieth anniversary. 

The casting trip to Bodmin was another enjoyable event with half a dozen of us taking part in the tournament. From this we have set up a local casting tuition session in June. If you’re interested please contact Nick or me.  

We have a few fixed venue competitions coming up over the coming months so hope to see as many there as possible. 

So what else can we try to encourage social interaction between members? I have considered setting up a Facebook page for members. Not everyone’s cup of tea perhaps but it seems to be the way fishing is going these days with forums and social networking a big part of the angling scene. I know that there are downsides to these sites but there is also a plus side in improved communication between members. 

The problem with the Internet is that it is instant and if marks and catches are posted without a degree of discretion all hell breaks loose the follow the word hordes descend. This is all difficult stuff; we all like to read about fishing and glean information. So what should be written? When is it right or wrong to publish a marks location?  In my writing I try to please everyone and upset no one and yet that is impossible. The coastline is free for all to access and I would encourage everyone to find their own space where possible. Of course we all learn of new marks from others and enjoy being introduced to such places. I guess it all revolves around respect for each other. Human nature being what it is disputes will occur and petty squabbles sometimes evolve. 

Talking of respect, I struggle to comprehend how people anglers included can visit beautiful locations and leave them strewn with litter and detritus.  I often read Henry Gilbey’s internet blog and whole heartedly agreed with his rant on the subject of litter. To litter our coast and countryside is indefensible. This is not an issue that relates just to angling of course but is a symptom of a society that has lost its values and respect for all that is around. 

As always I seem to find that there is plenty of fishing to pursue and diminishing time in which to put my plans in motion. The exceptionally dry weather has had a serious impact on my salmon fishing. Weather is of course a major factor in the angling world and it seems that there must be something in this climate change debate. 

Two recent excursions to the coast with good friends were to me what fishing is all about. The first was trip to Dartmouth with fellow club members, Colin Joy, Ashley Clarke and Donald Kyte. Leaving at first light we towed Colin’s boat to launch at 07:00 in the calm waters of the Dart estuary and steam out to the famous Skerries banks off the South Devon Coast. The sea was mirror calm, the water crystal clear and the plaice hard fighting and decorated with vivid orange spots. We had  a great  laugh, caught a few fish and had an adventure. And of course fishing talk stimulates plans for another raft of excursions. 

Then a few weeks ago I fished with Kevin Legge, Derek Ferret, Rick Blackmore and a new recruit to our sport named Rob. We walked a mile or two, caught the sun and a few fish, trekked back to the car through a spectacular landscape and cracked open a cool beer to celebrate a marvellous day sat in an orchard decorated in apple blossom.  The world through rose tinted glasses’?  No just the reality of fishing with a positive outlook. 

Plans for future trips include an increase in lure fishing for bass. The North Devon coastline has so much potential it just needs to be unlocked. I will invest a few new plugs and lures even though some of them seem on the face of it extortionately expensive. However you lose few and bait is very expensive these days so perhaps they are cost effective? 

The big advantage with this style of fishing is that you can go whenever you want for short sessions and cover plenty of ground. I guess its also good exercise, as in the average session you are likely to walk a mile or more. 

The cost of fuel is undoubtedly going to impact upon angler’s ability to travel long distances. Perhaps we will see a reversal of the recent trends to travel further in search of bigger fish. Perhaps anglers will try to make the best of what’s on the doorstep?  Another option is of course to team up and share transport costs. This should be a benefit of being in a club with anglers getting together and working with each other. 

We get quite a few enquiries each year from newcomers hoping to take up sea angling and I often struggle with how to serve these anglers. Many of the things we find easy as established anglers are difficult for newcomers. Where to fish? What to fish for and with what? What should my expectations be? How do I cast and how far? What tackle will I need? No wonder we don’t see many youngsters coming into the sport. 

  

I hope to see a good number at this years Putsborough competition. Each year we have a good turnout of non members but are often lacking in support from within. This event has become very much a social occasion with local anglers and those from afar meeting up each year at this venue. We have secured some top sponsorship again this year as last year so if you catch a fish you are likely to be rewarded. We are looking at ways to be innovative and encourage catch and release.  To this end CMSAC members will be carrying certified scales and weighing and returning whenever possible. Each fish will of course need to be witnessed and recorded in pounds and ounces. Dogfish can be kept alive in seawater and brought to the scales. In the case of specimen ray, tope or bass we will endeavor to come to the angler with scales and camera. 

  

Recent results from our website

Putsborough Competition
Nearly thirty anglers attended this competition with very strong north-westerly winds, which unfortunately would have put off a few on the night. Matt Druce took first place with a Small Eyed of 4lb 3/4oz, second place to Mike Squires with another Small Eyed Ray of 3lb 9oz and third place to A. Smith with a Bass of 2lb 12 7/8oz. All fish were returned on the night immediately after capture.
April 2011
Again this month we have seen a dip in the fishing pattern for this quarter giving poor results throughout. But hey, a couple of cracking fish were registered this month for those entered. Dave Brooke came first with a Bull Huss of 14lb 11oz (146.875%) and Kevin Legge taking second with a Small Eyed of 12lb 5oz (123.125%).

March 2011
The weather was a little to blame for a little dip in attendance and fish again this month, especially earlier on. However, twelve members registered and first place went to Kevin Legge with a Dogfish of 3lb 5oz (110.417%), second and third places to Jason Barrow with a Small Eyed of 10lb 9oz (105.625%) and a Dogfish of 2lb 11oz (89.583%)

February 2011
Fourteen members fished in this months competition with only a few fish being registered, down to north eastern winds for much of the time and February being February. First place to Jon Patten with his Spurdog of 13lb 3oz (164.844%), second to Jason barrow with a Blonde Ray of 13lb 3oz (109.896%) and coming in third with a respectable Blonde of 11lb 12oz (97.917%) Guy Spriggs.

January 2011
This months competition saw a slight drop in competitors due to the poor weather at the start of the month, however we did see an amazing number of specimen fish come to many members with a 121% fish not hitting the mark. Jon Patten took first place with a new Club Record Bull Huss of 15lb 3oz (151.875%), second and third places to Kevin Legge with Blonde Ray of 18lb 2oz (151.041%) and 16lb 1oz (133.854%). Fourth place to Chris Martin with an Eel of 26lb 7oz (132.187%).

December 2010
With this months fishing severely disrupted by snow, ice and bitterly cold winds it was reflected in the results. Although twelve members fished the month only five fish were registered. First place to Wayne Thomas with a boat caught Conger of 32lb (106.667%), second to Dave Brooke with a Whiting of 1lb 8oz (100.000%) and third place to Kevin Legge with a Conger of 18lb 12oz (93.750%).

Xmas Compt. 2010
Several members took part in this overnight event with Kevin Legge taking first and second placing with an Eel of 18lb 12oz (93.75%) and a Dog of 2lb 10 1/2oz (88.542%). Third place went to John Avery with a Thick Lipped mullet of 3lb 4 1/2oz (82.031%) and forth and fifth places went to Dave Brooke  with a Flounder of 1lb 4oz (62.5%) and a Whiting of 14oz (58.333%).

November 2010
This month again dominated by Tope, however not being rated with a 130% Mullet is catching it in the wrong month. First place had to go to Kevin Legge with his dominating Tope of 66lb 8oz (221.666%), second to Dave Brooke with a Tope of 61lb 1oz (203.541%) and third to Jon Patten with his Tope of 43lb 10oz (145.417%). The Thick Lipped Mullet by Mario of 5lb 31/2oz (130.469%) came a fifth place.

Forthcoming Events

Some of our forthcoming events are shown below. To book a place or to register please contact me or Wayne.

May 21st
Fixed Venue Grenaleigh To Minehead. Fishing from 1.30pm to 5.30pm.                                         Fish ‘n’ Chips at 6.00pm   

May 29th
Tom Clark Memorial Boat Competition @ Lynmouth.



Meet at The Rising Sun at 6.30pm  

June 5th
Monthly Meeting @ Braunton Cricket Club
7.00pm



With Committee Meeting   

July 3rd
Monthly Meeting @ Braunton Cricket Club
7.00pm 

July 16th
Fixed Venue @ Watermouth Fishing 4.30pm to 8.30pm                                          Meet 9.00pm at Watermouth Club House   

August 7th
Monthly Meeting @ Braunton Cricket Club 
7.00pm



With Committee Meeting  

Fishing Festival Memories 

Nigel Parkhouse


I see although the fish are few and far between they still would compete against the 70s and 80s for specimen fish. If you remember then we were not as mobile and some of these marks look to be around Hursltone and beyond. 


The Ilfracombe and District Anglers Fishing Festival was always the week leading up to the Bank holiday monday in August, i look back on these days as the most enjoyable memories of times gone by. I remember a young Wayne Thomas coming back with Mullet from camels eye at Combe Martin with tales of the size of the ones he had seen, it must of been a Mullet haven in them days. If you look at past winning fish then the late 70' and the early 80s must have been dedicated to Wrasse and Mullet with the winning Wrasse usually being 5 1/2lb and the Mullet around 4lb+. Where are the Wrasse these days, they were always territorial and not good for eating so to disappear from our pages seems to be a mystery, they were replaced for a time with Trigger fish but these seem rare as well and for a few Festivals a lot of us were after them with peeler crab at a good mark near Woody bay. If we look at the winners over the 70s 80s and 90s then you will have Bass, Mullet, Conger, Wrasse, Sole, Scad, Blonde ray, Pollack and Plaice. 

On many occasions i fished Baggy point from 8.00am until 7.30pm and had great days of Mackerel, Garfish, Bass but none of them of good specimen size, i would always think that in a minute my time was to come. When we finished we would look back from the hill and think that we should just be arriving rather than leaving for the weigh in, what a time that was for getting through the summer traffic that blocked the roads from Croyde to the pier, when you got there it would be a look around to see who looked nervous which meant they had a fish worthy of weighing in. Kevin Legge and a few of us decided that a daily pool for specimens would be a good idea but the old boys of Ilfracombe Angling club disagreed saying it would promote cheating, i argued against them reasoning that it was moving on to new pastures and eventually they agreed and we had a daily pool that brought even more excitement to the Festival. I think Mullet from Weare gifford won it most days except when i won it with a scrawny Conger from Aggington. I also remember Tim Tanton winning the Festival with a lovely 9lb+ Bass from Foreland lighthouse and this was the most deserving fish for years because the specimens were not fair for certain species and Bass was one of them. One of the last times a Wrasse won was with Dave Thompson with a fine 5lb + specimen possibly from Breakneck which is aptly named, if you have fished it you will know what i mean. At the weigh in there would be the Bideford, Braunton, Combe Martin and Ilfracombe Anglers all getting on well but with a degree of competition that was great fun, this made the weigh in a very good place to be in late August. 

I never won the Festival but did come second, i know Nick Perrin won one year out of our group with a boat caught Scad and to win from the Boat was rare because of the weather and also the high specimen list. I think Gerald Gough won the most Festivals with Mullet, Wrasse and a double figure Pollack from tunnels rocks. Memories are special so keep on making them...
 
cheers Nigel Parkhouse  

CMSAC Club Merchandise ( available from your secretary )

Ammo Hoodies

New style in with a striking embroidered Ammo logo and club name on the front and a large screen printed Ammo logo on the rear. Available Navy Blue in XL only. Very nice sweat at only £25.00 

Sakuma Hoodie

Another good quality hoodie with an embroidered Sakuma logo and club name on the front with a large embroidered Sakuma logo on the rear. Only two Navy Blue still available in XL at only £25.00 

Titantex Cotton Smock

One of the new style heavy duty smocks with a front pocket, drawn hood and Velcro sleeves and with a bright embroidered Titan logo on the front and our large screen printed club logo on the rear. A very warm product at £25.00. Only two Black L left. 

Original Titan Cotton Smock

An original smock in the tight weave style as above. Screen printed on rear with the Titan cloth badge on the front pocket. Only one Black left in XL/44 at £20. 

Beanie Hat

An angler cannot be without a warm snug beanie hat. Embroidered with the Sakuma logo on the front and club name on the rear. Also available with the club logo on the front and Sakuma logo on the rear. A must have at only £8 with only four Navy Blue left in stock. One size only. 

Handbooks
The Bristol Channel Federation of Sea Anglers 2011 handbook available now, a must have for all anglers. Only £1. 

Tide Tables
The North Devon coast tide table is available from us with tidal predictions  based on Ilfracombe. Only £1.30. 

Cloth Badges
Our infamous red and white sew on cloth badge incorporating the Club logo in the full 9cm diameter badge. Only £1. 

Windscreen Stickers

Identify your vehicle with these red and white 9cm diameter windscreen sticker for only 50p.  

Specimen Weight Percentage Tables
A handy book used by all Club officials to calculate specimen sizes from 8oz up to 60lb. Available soon, orders taken and reserved. 

The curse of the litter lout
- Richard Fishbourne

This article has been brewing for a while, its been years in the making in fact! 

I’ve always had an aversion to littering, in fact watching someone thoughtlessly toss a empty fag packet or mars wrapper out of the car window or from  the back of a boat into the non deserving ocean makes my skin crawl. 

I once picked a friend of mine up on his casually allowing a plastic carrier bag drift from his clutch over the gunwales, I subtly observed that “ there is a school of thought that, amongst other associated problems, one of the reasons that sea turtles are under threat is their propensity to feast on clear plastic bags whilst mistaking them for jelly fish” … his reply was something along the lines of “ its got nothing to do with plastic bags, the reason turtles are disappearing is because of the black blokes clubbing them on the beaches”!!!

 Where do you go with a retort like that?! On this basis you could assume that a common symptom of those that have such little regard for the very environment that they enjoy for their sport are somewhat cerebrally challenged, this is of course the case, but only in part,  

I think the real reasons must be even more disturbing given that not all dimwits act so pitifully. Discarding the very wrappers containing the bait and sustenance, that the angler has slogged to get down to the shore line, irresponsibly, illustrates a complete disregard for his surroundings and every other living creature around him, including his fellow angler. 

In what possible way could a plastic bag, beer can, glass bottle etc etc in any way improve the space into which he has settled? That’s a rhetorical question you understand! 

I have recently fished the welsh side of the Bristol channel and the rubbish along the sea wall at Goldcliff and Redwick is astonishing, and its all anglers litter, I was recently fishing with a good chum who occasionally ventures down to Chesil and he was dismayed at all the hooks, line and other fisher debris along a vast tract of shore that would otherwise, if not for the hand of humans, be a pristine stretch of mottled brown pebbles. 

I read on a forum recently where a National Trust warden had remarked to a passing non offending angler at Bossington, that angler access might be restricted because of all the pollution caused by littering…… the actions of some remarkably unpleasant, unthinking or otherwise unnecessary individuals will ultimately affect us all! In part though I think even the more considerate anglers that most of us are, are equally to blame  if we turn a blind eye to our fishing buddies leave their sandeel wraps to wallow in a rockpool without at least attempting to share an opinion or even pick up what crap we find around us. 

Our ocean and any other natural space for that matter doesn’t deserve to be inundated with our cast offs, baby albatross don’t deserve to starve to death before they have even taken to the air because their parents have stuffed them with cigarette lighters, massive Logger head turtles don’t deserve to get their gut tied in knots and starve because their last meal consisted of a cellophane bag, dolphins don’t deserve to have their beaks tied together having played a little with some can ties, hundreds of square miles of ocean floor in the south pacific doesn’t deserve not to be able to support life because of the rippling gelatinous mass of plastic waste that rests against it, and any caring conscientious angler which in the most part I’d like to think we are certainly doesn’t deserve to be tarred with the same brush as the litter lout that would spit in our faces with their disgusting habits.

 So it rests on the shoulders of those of us that have a sense of decency to incentivise those that do not!

Thank you Richard, a topic dear to “most” anglers hearts. I remember years ago that we used to have a “clean up” at Watermouth once a year and we used to collect mountains of rubbish. Most of which I can say wasn’t anglers, but a lot was.

Pause For Thought
" On a recent excursion to the coast we unloaded our tackle from the car as the light faded, leafless trees shuddered in a North wind and an owl hooted somewhere nearby. It was good to be out and going fishing our jaunty pace as we set off down an ancient track leading to a mark at the foot of cliffs far below reflected this fact. Waves surged against the rocks and we hoped that some fish had moved inshore to feed upon food dislodged by the pounding sea. 
Later we sat on the rocks watching for tell tale nods of the rods tips. My eyes drifted to a solitary farmhouse light on a hill far away and I wondered who lived within and how long a dwelling had been there. I thought of the old steps that lead to this mark and noticed remains of old stone and concrete structures that told of buildings long since disused. All along the coast similar structures reflect on a rich history and stand as a monument to people of a bygone age. Lime kilns, mines, smugglers paths and remains of a rich Victorian tourist industry. What tales could be told? I gazed up at the stars in the sky, with some hundreds of light years away it’s a mind boggling thought to think the moment of light you are seeing is from a time before the ruined structures I have just mentioned were built !  Angling truly is the contemplative recreation, especially when bites are few. " 
 " Wherever angling takes you, enjoy the journey and remember to smell the flowers on the way ! " W.T. 
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