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Chairman’s Bit

Things are cracking on a bit. It’s now nearly the end of July and Mullet are not around in numbers. An odd few are coming into Lynmouth and  around the coast but still hard work and also very quite up both rivers. The weather currently is really against us all. However a very good, even exceptional May with regard to Ray coming in from certain beaches have a look at our catch reports on the website. If any member has difficulty in accessing our website please give me a ring and I will print off any details required.

Putsborough Compt. 2009

Another very successful competition with Kevin Legge’s Tope of 45lb 13oz  receiving great media attention. Full list of winners at latest news page but prize winners include Keith Owen with the best brace voucher from Braunton News to be spent at North Devon Angling Centre and also a beachcaster donated by Jon Patten and A Roofing, Nathan Clements took some Sakuma Line, Andy Joslin took home a Cap and Reel again donated by Jon Patten and Mario Manley some Sakuma Line. Many thanks to all those who helped and sponsored the event. We were hoping for some bits and pieces from Shimano but apart from a banner never materialised, hopefully we can sort something out for next year with both Sakuma and Shimano.

Presentation Night 2010

Following the success of the previous two nights at Saunton Sands Café we have provisionally booked the date for next years Presentation Night which will be on Saturday March 27th 2010. Prices and times to be confirmed closer to the date next year.

Specimen Fish Entries

May I please remind members that we do require all specimen fish registered with John to have a date of capture logged also. We need this to differentiate between monthly competition fish as they do not at the moment end at the end of the month, ie. Fish caught and registered after the last weekend of the month go into the next monthly competition. 

Competition Report

Our new format is working very well and appears to be in agreement with most members with a slight increase in members fishing throughout the month. It gives everyone the opportunity to fish when they want to fish throughout the month. However the monthly rovers have not been fished at all and although will remain on the calendar until the end of the year, except for certain mid-month competitions will no doubt come to an end for next years calendar. May I remind members that if you book in for the competition at the beginning of the month please ensure that we have your money if you do not intend to appear at the weigh in. There are certain members who are failing to ensure this so please pay up in advance.

RAMBLINGS

SECRETS AND TWITTERING

Where does the time go? Into the past I guess so knowing the answer there is no excuse for being late with this newsletter. It was the intention to get this out shortly after the Putsborough competition so apologies. 

The ray fishing during May was truly exceptional with over twenty-specimen ray landed by members. Jon Patten in particular has had some great fish and it was good see that he introduced his son Reef to the action. Most members know where the ray are coming from and I am aware that increased numbers are fishing the productive marks.  I always find this a difficult dilemma; if anglers keep quiet about their catches and keep marks secret they will undoubtedly benefit on a personal level. They will enjoy solitude on the beach and will catch more and bigger fish than others.  

The downside of secrecy is that it deprives others of enjoying good sport. On a broader level promoting good catches amongst more anglers is good for the sport and the leisure industry that it supports. Last winter saw disastrous fishing results throughout the Bristol Channel especially further up channel. How long will anglers buy expensive worms; take them to the coast and cast them out to be rewarded with blank after blank. The tackle industry needs anglers to catch fish, we as anglers need tackle shops. The tackle industry requires tackle to sell and the media is needed to stimulate, educate and promote angling.

Writing for the local newspaper and occasionally producing articles for national angling magazines I often suffer the dilemma of deciding how much information to divulge. I endeavour to never promote specific marks in a way that will impinge on fellow anglers. On the other hand I have a duty to encourage anglers to take out their rod s and cast a line. If I divulge marks I will get no information given to me. So I use a degree of discretion. 

 I know that the use of the World Wide Web to discover information that many have taken years to acquire irritates some.  The club has a website with a where to fish guide that lists many popular marks. It is written in the clubs rules that we have a responsibility to promote angling and social intercourse.

I am rambling now so will stop there and let the debate continue.

LET ‘EM GO


On now to catch and release. Kevin’s tope from Putsborough during the annual Open match helped stimulate debate in the Angling Times. Columnist Keith Arthur stated, “ This is what our sport is all about”. He comments on the enlightened approach of sea anglers practicing catch and release. I am proud to be part of this club that is at the forefront of this movement. The implementation of our monthly competition has been popular with increased entry into this competition format. Members can fish when they like which allows everyone to compete whatever the restraints of their work or family commitments. The downside is I guess that it removes the incentive to fish at a certain time. It could also result in some becoming disillusioned when those same keen and dedicated members catch the specimens time after time. I hoped that at the end of each month all those who entered would attend the end of the month meeting. Regular interaction between members is I believe essential for the social fabric of the club. So please make the effort to come along once a month for a pint and a chat even if you have not entered the competition.

COMPETITIONS

The fixed venue competitions at Bossington and Selworthy were not supported so thought will have to be given to future events of this type. The Putsborough Open was a great success however and cemented its future with the promise of even greater sponsorship next year. Many thanks go to all our sponsors, Sakuma, SeaXtreme at Lynton, A Roofing, Saltrock and Braunton News. Rob Tucker kindly gave us permission to use the beach and car park despite some concerns about litter. Inevitably some thoughtless anglers have left litter on the premises in the past. Fortunately I do not believe this has arisen from Combe Martin SAC members. Litter is a problem that seems widespread across the whole of society yet one would think that anglers whose sport is entwined within the glories of nature would see less litter.

RIGHT PLACE RIGHT TIME


It is often said that the key to angling is being in the right place at the right time and this was certainly true when I cast a line into a Hampshire Harbour whilst enjoying a family holiday. Lymington Harbour was packed with yachts and boats of the affluent, the whole place bustling with people enjoying the nautical atmosphere whilst licking an ice cream or snacking on fish n’ chips. I paused to ask the man at the boat trip kiosk if he knew about the fishing in the harbour. “ Just off the quay, dozens of mullet, they feed on the bread.” I had already spotted one decent mullet so knew there was some truth in his statement. I always divide any information about fish by a factor of ten, a healthy degree of scepticism. We returned later that evening armed with a loaf of bread and light tackle set-ups suitable for the notoriously shy mullet. James missed a bite first cast and had several mullet milling around his bait.

After half an hour several mullet had inspected our baits but none had succumbed.

Suddenly a big swirl to my left drew my attention. I flicked a thumb nailed sized chunk of bread flake in front of the mullet, which sank down and took the bait without hesitation. I struck before the float moved and enjoyed the delightful sensation of a well-bent rod as what was a big mullet surged beneath the rod tip. With mooring ropes and boats all around there was no room for error. James slipped the net beneath a fine mullet of 5lb 4oz. We packed away after just over an hour content that we had caught a fine specimen with little effort with the help of time tide and luck.
SUMMER EVENINGS

The tide was just starting to flood when John and I arrived at a mark in the lower estuary. Bass were our target and I had elected to use surface plugs. Plenty of fish could be seen turning, swirling and bow waving. I believed they were bass with a few mullet. John thought they were more mullet than bass. Whatever they were they seemed to have little interest in our lures. Then suddenly bang the rod lurched over and I was into a good bass. After a strong tussle one of the trebles on the plug got snagged and all went solid. I gave some slack and to my relief the fish surged away free, the rod surged over for a few seconds and then came that sickening moment when all falls slack. The hook hold had given way! I plug on and eventually tempt a brace of schoolie’s as the light fades. The sunsets casting reflections on a serenely still seascape, music drifts through the summer air from Appledore adding to the ambience of the night. 

Next night we are back, John with loaf of bread and a mullet rod me with the bass rod and plugs. Again as the tide flooded the fish move in. It’s not long before a bass of a couple of pounds grabs my skitterbug plug. This is exciting stuff ! As the bass hits the lure John can hear the audible slurp fifty yards along the shoreline. 

Two more bass follow in a short spell before the bass return to their less greedy mode.


When I left home tonight the temperature gauge on the car read 32 degrees C, when I drive home its still 22 degrees C. I shall remember these nights in the depth of winter when at 10.00pm its been dark for nearly six hours.

THAT’S ALL FOR NOW


That’s rambled on enough for now; could go on but I haven’t the time. There is a new film out based on book by Charles Clover, “End of the Line”. It predicts the end of viable fish stocks by 2048! That’s not long, Ok I probably won’t be casting  a line from the rocks by then but our youngsters could be. There is part of me that dismisses the predictions of gloom we hear. Yet I have seen a decline in my time on the waters edge and I fear that these doom-laden predictions are likely to be true. Maybe we can change the world if we can change attitudes and halt the destruction of the oceans. I doubt it; get out there cast a line for these will be the good old days for sure. 


I am writing a book on angling in North Devon over the years. This involves interviewing local anglers and talking of days of old. It is sad what we have lost and I am privileged to talk and share memories with anglers that have cast into waters of past decades. 


Weird thing the passage of time the ebb and flow, time and tide.  I read that there is the same amount of water now as when the dinosaurs walked the earth. It’s the same drop of water. Millions of years, the grains of sand upon the shore, the rocks on which we fish. This immense history of time, its amazing how quickly mankind has f**ked it all up! 




Wayne Thomas

Trophies And Awards

We have always had a problem in getting back awards received from the BCFSA and indeed our own awards which have been presented earlier. Can all members who have a trophy or two in the loft and are not polishing it on a regular basis please let me or Snowy have them back so as to avoid a rush at the end of the year. It cost us £26 to get the trophies back to the BCFSA  a week prior to the presentation night….just not acceptable. 

North Devon SAA

Any members keen on fishing these competitions please let me or Wayne know. We have a couple or can be relied upon but we are struggling to get a team. See our website for dates.

What’s Left

July Sun 26th Monthly competition meeting. 
7.00pm  to 8.00pm 

 August Sat/Sun 29th/30th
Rover
Weigh in Cricket Club, 7.30pm Monthly competition meeting.

September Sat/Sun 19th 20th   Lyn Fish Heddon’s Mouth to Hurlstone.

Fishing from 6.00pm. Weigh in Rising Sun, Lynmouth by 8.00pm. Pint and bite.  

Sun /27th 
Monthly competition meeting. 7.00pm  to 8.00pm

October Sat/Sun 10th/17tth
TBA
Away Trip


Sat/Sun 24th/25th 
Rover
Weigh in Cricket Club, Braunton 7.30pm

Monthly competition meeting.  

November Sat/Sun 7th 8th 
 Barry Hill Memorial              Fixed Venue - TBC

Fishing 6.00pm to 10.00pm 

Sat/Sun 28th/29th 
Rover 
Weigh in Cricket Club, Braunton

Monthly competition meeting  

December Friday 4th 
Annual General Meeting
Cricket Club, Braunton 7.30pm.

Sat/Sun 5th/6th
Xmas Competition. Rover
Weigh in Cricket Club, Braunton

Sat/Sun 26th/27th 
Rover
Weigh in Cricket Club, Braunton

Monthly competition meeting.

If any members have any contributions for the newsletters please let me or Wayne have them before the next edition after our S#RK trip…..
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