Combe Martin Sea Angling Club - Rules 2011

1. The objects of the Club are to obtain greater facilities for Anglers, to promote social intercourse amongst its members, promote the art of angling and to increase the importance of North Devon as a resort for angling.

2. The Club shall be known as " The Combe Martin Sea Angling Club " and its members shall be those whose names are registered with the Hon. Secretary.

3. Anyone joining the Club shall do so on the understanding that he or she will conform to the Rules of the Club and at all times accept the decision of the Committee. Any member bringing the Club into disrepute may be suspended or expelled.

4. The Management of the Club shall be vested in a Committee of not less than six with the officers as ex-officio members; this committee to have power to add to their numbers and in the event of a member retiring, to appoint another member in his or her place. This Committee to be elected at the Annual General Meeting.

5. Applicants for membership must, at time of making application, pay the first year’s subscription and names must be submitted to the Committee for approval. New members will be on a six month trial.

6. Any member misconducting him or herself or refusing to comply with the Rules may be suspended or expelled from the Club, the Committee to have full power to act in any such matter.

7. The Club cannot be held responsible for any death, injury or damage to persons or property in any respect whatsoever.

8. Members shall pay an annual subscription, the amount being decided at the Annual General Meeting. The payment of the subscription shall entitle them to all the privileges of the Club. All subscriptions shall become due at or from the Annual General Meeting.

9. New memberships if paid from August 1st can be allowed more than twelve months membership, but then due at the next Annual General Meeting.  

10. Junior members will pay a subscription set at the Annual General Meeting. There is no minimum age for junior membership, but they must be accompanied by an adult, if under thirteen. Minimum age for senior subscription is sixteen.

11. Old age pensioners are entitled to free membership.

12. All subscriptions are to be paid to the Hon-Secretary or the Hon-Treasurer.

13. Members must keep all fishing grounds as clean as possible and must not leave discarded bait or tackle lying around.

14. Any member who books a trip, either boat, coach or alike, shall become liable for the full cost from the date of his or her booking, unless the seat is taken up by another paid up member or non-member.

Competition Rules

15. A competitor can use a maximum of two rods only with winch and running tackle. Not more than four hooks shall be attached to any tackle, treble and pennel hooks to count as one hook. A reserve rod may be used, but must not be put together unless the other rod or tackle is dismantled or disabled.

16. A committee member shall be appointed for the weigh-in or meeting and collection of fees for each competition.

17. No person shall be allowed to participate in any club competition unless he or she is a fully paid up member and the entrance fee is paid either to the committee member responsible for the weigh-in or to any other committee member.

18. Competitors may book-in in advance by contacting the committee member responsible. Dues must be paid on arrival at the weigh-in. Members may not book-in in advance at fixed venue competitions. 

19. Competitors may fish from boat or shore, unless otherwise stated.

20. All competitors’ entrance money shall be divided between the prizes and Club funds. Prize money not won shall be carried onto the next appropriate competition. No restrictions on who can win the prize fund at the follow on competition. 

21. The weigh-in for shore competitions will be as stated in clubs schedule of events. The weigh-in for boat competitions shall be at the place of arrival on shore, unless otherwise stated.

22. Unless otherwise stated the limits for our competitions shall be from the old Severn Bridge to Lands End.

23. The minimum sizes of all fish from boat or shore must comply with sizes laid down by the Club or by law. Fish under these sizes must be returned. Fish will be measured from the tip of the snout to the end of the tail fin.

24. No boats shall be used to reach any mark on a shore competition.

25. Each competitor shall land his own fish, but reasonable assistance by fellow anglers is allowed, that is gaffing or netting.

26.a) A catch and release option exists for competitions where all fish can be weighed and released. Weighed and witnessed by a bona-fida club members of over two years standing.

b) Photographs of fish should be made available upon request.

27. Crustaceans are not to be counted in any competitions, either boat or shore.

28. The Committee's decision is final in all cases.

29. The competition league points are awarded as follows:-

    3 points 1st 2 points 2nd 1 point 3rd 1 point Attendance 

    Junior members receive a point for weighing in a fish over 50% specimen rating (Note only one point per competition)

30. Tope and Conger can be weighed and returned at capture and the weight of the fish recorded for the competition.

31. Fish brought to the scales must be 70% or over specimen rating, fish below this size will not be accepted. This will be 50% or over for juniors. Returned fish, by interpretation, may be under 70%. 

32. A maximum of three fish may be brought to the scales.

Specimen Fish

30. Limits for all specimen fish entrants to be from Old Severn Bridge to Lands End. Excluding the "Out Of Limits" Trophy. 

31. All competitions and trophies are to run from AGM to AGM.

32. All specimen fish, except Tope and Conger, can be weighed on shore or boat, witnessed and registered with the Fish Recorder within fourteen days or prior to the deadline set by the appropriate divisions.

33. All specimen fish not weighed on Club scales must be weighed on either certified scales or scales of similar quality and be available for testing and/or inspection. Details of weight and witnesses must accompany entry forms.

Tope can be accepted based on the formula Girth x Girth X length divided by 800.

All fish now may be weighed and released.

34. All specimen fish eligible are to be found on the Club's list.

Those not listed will be treated as 75% of the British Record

For that species will equal 100% specimen.

35. Competition rules do not apply to specimen fish entries, except in the case of foul-hooked fish, they will be disallowed. Committee's decision to be final in all cases.

36. Specimen fish are not automatically entered into the relevant federations or even the Club; forms are readily available from the Hon-Secretary.

37. It is the responsibility of the captor to ensure that eligible fish are entered with the Fish Recorder and to the appropriate federation.

38. Trophies awarded at Open competitions are not available to non-members, but are available to those members eligible to win.

39. Any rule laid down by the Combe Martin Sea Angling Club is open to interpretation and any decision will be made by the Committee and is final in all cases and may set a president. We will be guided by Angling Trust or BCFSA rulings as and when required.

40. Specimen league competition is calculated using the specimen fish percentage of six different species added together.

