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Chairman’s Bit

Dear member welcome to this 79th edition of The Combe Martin Sea Angling Club Newsletter. It has been really difficult to get this out this month so thank you for bearing with us. The last few months have seen exciting changes for the Club, some for better and some for worst. Firstly, we had a really good AGM this year and based on members confidence and trust towards other members and a desire to push forward our part in conservation we have arrived at some changes which are unprecedented. Not that I believe that we are actually making any difference out there but most Club members including myself are not keen in bringing back fish killed needlessly for the scales. Take Wrasse and Rockling, over the years brought back to the weigh in then dumped, they have now virtually disappeared from competition results, mainly I believe because attitudes have changed but also because they are not now caught in numbers as they used to be. 

Following our lead in reducing the fish brought back to the weigh in other North Devon Clubs have followed our lead and brought in measures to kerb the amount of unnecessary fish brought back to the weigh in…..so well done Appledore, I believe it was hard work getting it through committee.

2008 has seen a marked decline in fish catches, not only from members in the Club, but also throughout The Bristol Channel, South West coast and approaches, Guernsey, Alderney, Sark and even havens such as Portsmouth and Christchurch. The whole country is reporting a decline in fish catches. I believe that the collapse of fish stocks is now a reality.

I was so sorry to read that The Kingfisher in Barnstaple is to finally close it’s doors at the end of this year. Gerry has been running the tackle shop for many years but I feel that with internet shopping and with the lack of being keen to compete with local tackle shops I am sure now is the time to bring down the curtain. Perhaps this should have been done many years ago but sometimes you need to battle through. I personally have not visited his shop for many many years, so there you have it. I must admit falling out with Gerry sometime ago over a particular event in history…. I’ve heard so many stories over the years which I cannot retell but with the recent move of The North Devon Angling Centre to Barnstaple this must have been a bitter blow to him. I wish him all the best for the future in whatever line he takes. I think you must remember that in years gone by Barnstaple has had many many tackle shops some running together but with the decline in angling and the rise of the internet it has become a very tough and competitive market. 

Thank you to those members who are in support of keeping our presentation night at Saunton after the good night we had last year. However they are shut now until March so our evening this year will be a lot later, but bear with us and we will have a date soon.

Thanks to Wayne and Kevin for their contributions in this issue. Especially Wayne for all his hard work in writing most of the content of this newsletter, I know how much time it takes. I will start to look at some of our previous issues in the next few newsletters, perhaps bring together some of the best articles. 

AGM 

Proposal

The format of competitions has evolved over many years from bag weight competitions to the present specimen based format.


A Couple of years ago we introduced the 70% minimum size for bringing fish to the scales as a gesture towards conservation. We also introduced catch and release for tope and conger.


Many anglers do not fish competitions as they feel uncomfortable about killing fish for financial gain or a trophy. There have been several occasions were anglers have caught fish and have had several witnesses to the capture but have been forced to bring the corpse back to the weigh in when they would have preferred to return it.


Combe Martin Sea Angling Club intends to be at the forefront of conservation and is looking to ways of reducing unnecessary retention of fish. Keeping fish for eating purposes is of course not a problem.


 Monthly competitions are of course an important feature of an angling club and provide an important social function.

The committee have debated ways of changing the present format to accommodate increased catch and release a few ideas for discussion follow:-

· Make it permissible to accept fish witnessed, weighed and photographed by a bona-fida club member.

· Anglers who fish alone must bring fish back to the weigh in.

· Fish can only be witnessed by a club member who has had a membership of over 12 months.

· Scales to be brought to weigh in for checking.

There are ways to try new formulae for the coming year’s calendar.

AGM Minutes 2008

Friday, November 28th 

Apologies – Kevin Legge, Pete Gregory, Martin Turner, Conrad Lees

16 members present –

Minutes of 2007 AGM – These were read out by club secretary Wayne Thomas

No matters arising.

Secretaries Report –


The secretary gave brief run down on the club year thanking members and committee for their support throughout the year.

Competition Report –


Nick Phillips gave a report on the years competition results. Average attendance was down to 9.35 from 11.24 the previous year. This was attributed to poor fishing, poor weather and external demands on angler time.

Fish Recorders report


John Avery gave an enlightening summary on the years specimen entries. Catches were generally down for all species all along the coast. Concern was expressed regarding the impact of foreign commercial vessels pursuing fish ever closer to the British coast. January and February had been the best months of the year.

Treasurer’s report


Nick Phillips produced a healthy balance sheet that was distributed to all present. There were no matter arising.

Website

The website continues to prove popular with both members and visitors to the site. Large numbers of unique visits each month. Difficulties with the server provider have resulted in consideration of changing provider.

Election of Officers


Chairman – Nick Phillips


Vice Chairman – Rob Pearson


Secretary – Wayne Thomas

Treasurer – Nick Phillips

Cup Custodian – Graham Snow

Fish recorder – John Avery

Elected en bloc – Proposed – Graham Snow – Sec – Wayne Thomas – 

All in favour

Committee

Ashley Clarke, Adrian Gove, Callum Gove, Mario Manley, Chris Martin, Kevin Legge, Derek Ferrett,  Conrad Lees, Donald Kyte, Guy Spriggs


Elected en bloc – Proposed – Nick Phillips Seconded – Wayne Thomas 


All in favour

Subscriptions 


Seniors £10.00   Family - £15.00   Juniors £ 1.00   Senior Citizens Free 

Proposed to remain the same – Graham Snow – Sec – John Avery – 

Carried all in favour

Affiliations


Wayne gave a brief run down on the formation of the Angling Trust after the amalgamation of anglings ruling bodies into one united group. 


A proposal to continue as members of the BCFSA and join the Angling Trust was submitted by Chris Martin and seconded by Graham Snow.


All voted in favour.

Newsletter


Edition due out within the next couple of weeks with AGM summary and calendar of events.

Competition Format


A draft document was introduced to all present laying out some ideas for future a competition format. A lengthy debate followed and the issues were divided into several sections.

 A move to catch and release as an option in all matches – 

Proposed Derek Ferrett

Seconded – Chris Martin

To adopt guideline rules –

· Permissible to accept fish, weighed by a bona- fida club member (2 years membership).

· Photographs of fish provided when possible.

· Fish must be witnessed by club member if less than 2 years as club member.

· Scales to be brought to weigh in meet for validation of quality and accuracy.

Proposed Ashley Clarke – Seconded - Wayne Thomas

Monthly competitions to be introduced running from last Sunday in month to following last Sunday. 

Entry fee £ 5.00 payout as present – £3.00 1st £1.50 2nd   50p to club funds. 

Proposed – Chris Martin   Seconded – Rob Pearson

Book in within 1 week of start.

Proposed – Chris Martin   Seconded - John Avery

Month long competition part of league as for all competitions.


Concerns were raised regarding abuse of trust, (Cheating). The club will eject any member who cheats immediately. For the format passed to work members have to be trusted and for this reason there is a probationary period of 2 years is in place for fish entry without club member witness. 

Events

Boat trips to be booked with Steve Webber off Minehead

Fixed venue matches to be set.

Presentation night – March at Saunton Sands Café

Away Days

Club Excursion. 

Calendar to be produced for approval at Xmas competition weigh in. 

Finding Sanctuary 


Wayne Thomas and Graham Snow gave a summary of the importance of this project that is linked to the forth coming Marine Bill.

Wayne to arrange a meeting for club members with Devon Wildlife Trust representative in the New Year. Which will be held at The Cricket Club on Tuesday January 6th 2009 at 7.00pm.

AOB


Rob Pearson proposed Roger Knight of Sark be given honorary membership in light of his welcoming manner and help in Sark.

Seconded – John Avery

Paul Spratley was proposed as a new member by Ashley Clarke and seconded by Derek Kyte. 

Raffle followed and it was agreed that Friday night AGM had been successful.

Trophy Winners 2008
Bass Cup        
 
Kevin Legge       
  10lb 6oz                                    

Grey mullet Cup    
Adrian Gove

  6lb 7oz                                 

Conger Cup             
Jason Barrow

  36lb 5oz




Flatfish Cup  

Nick Chidzoy    Sole 
 3lb 1oz



Shore shield 

Jason Barrow       Conger  36lb 5oz

 

Medway  Cup

John Avery  Smoothound 20lb 9oz                 

Barry Hill Memorial  
John Avery   Grey Mullet    4lb 5.75oz



Burgess Trophy                                       

Ray Shield         

Jon Patten      Small Eyed Ray 11lb 10oz                                     

Specimen League   
Jason Barrow  

680.6 %                                

Junior League 

James Thomas   

2 points



Thornback Ray 

 Gary Andrews 
 
12lb 8oz





Wilson Trophy 

Kevin Legge      

Bass 10lb 2.5oz




Xmas Competition
 




Tom Clarke Memorial  
 Jason Barrow
 
Conger 36lb 5oz


Out of limits          
Gary Andrews 
 Blonde Ray  18lb 3oz                                  

Competition League 
 Kevin Legge  

 26 points

                                     
 Runner up Derek Ferret   21 points

Wrasse Trophy             
 Andy Joslin     

 4lb 10.25oz

Derek Kyte   5 Grey Mullet Trophy  Adrian Gove Mullet 4 -6 4-7 4-12 5-5 6-7

Merit Trophy  Adrian Gove   Outstanding success with grey mullet

Club Records

Adrian Gove     Thick Lipped Grey Mullet   6lb 7oz

Jason Barrow    Conger


  36lb 5oz

Nick Chidzoy    Sole


     3lb 1oz

John Avery        Smoothound (Boat)             20lb 9oz

CHANGING TIMES


The coastal waters of the South West of England are amongst the most prolific waters for the Sea Angler in the United Kingdom. A wide range of species can be caught ranging from the shark to humble mackerel. I have been fortunate to have fished in these rich waters for close to forty years. 

As a child I dangled a baited crab line from the harbour walls to amass bucketfuls of crabs and used fragments of limpet to extract bullheads from rock pools. I gazed in wonder at the blue shark that were once hauled onto the scales at the head quarters of the Shark Angling Club of Great Britain at Looe in Cornwall. Fortunately such pointless slaughter is now a thing of the past as conservation has become second nature to modern anglers. Thirty odd years later I was thrilled to battle with porbeagle shark off the North Devon coast. 

During this time I have seen huge changes in angling, attitudes, tackles and fish stocks. My formative years as a sea angler during the mid seventies saw hollow glass fibre beach-casters being refined to cast ever greater distances. The Atlantic 484 was the rod to have coupled with a red Ambassador 7000. If you remember those then your from the same era as myself. If you fished at night you would have a paraffin fuelled Tilley lamp that would hiss comfortingly away on those dark winter nights. 

Times have certainly changed modern tackle has made it easier to cast; rigs have evolved to become ever more efficient with chemically sharpened hooks that make those old beak hooks look like antiques. At night hi tech headlamps have all but replaced the Tilley pressure lamps. No more broken mantles, smelly methelated spirit’s and struggling to light the lamp in a force eight gale and driving rain with damp matches. 

Clothing has also changed dramatically with modern gear giving protection against the wildest weather whilst allowing ease of movement through breathable fabrics. It even looks stylish, no longer do anglers trudge around in worn out clothes and old oil skins.

The angler has also changed and has become far more conservation minded. Bag weight competitions that saw masses of dead fish dragged to scales are now fortunately being phased out. Most clubs now encourage catch and release match’s or specimen competitions where a minimum number of fish are brought to the scales. Catch and release is now widely practised with only a few fish kept for the pot. 

The government have after increasing pressure from angling bodies begun to recognise the economical value of the recreational sea angler and has considered introducing a licence to fish. In addition to this as a variety of leisure interests increase pressure on wild space so landowners etc increasingly restrict access to their land. The sea angler is not as free to wonder the shoreline as in my youth. 


In addition to all this evolution in angling there is also a change beneath the waves as fish stocks and migrations change. Much is made of global warming or climate change and its impact on our coastal waters. How climate change is caused is of course open to debate. Climate changes are undisputed and its impact clear to see. As an angler I relish the ever changing mysteries of the seas and what lives within.

Fish populations have always fluctuated as a result of many factors and it is very difficult to predict what will happen. Fish were swimming in the worlds oceans for millions of years before the arrival of mankind. Humans have of course had a huge impact on fish stocks in just a few hundred years. A misguided belief less than a century ago was that fish were an infinite resource. As technology improved we learnt to take more and more until stocks dwindled. We then got bigger boats and more technology to reduce stocks until in some cases they collapsed.

The recreational angler attempts to catch what’s left. Many species that provide good sport are not commercially targeted and survive in healthy numbers. There are many mysteries regarding fish numbers. I am perplexed by winter fishing off the North Devon coast. There has been a dramatic decline in cod numbers; twenty years ago double figure cod were a common sight. Now they are virtually non existent. This could be attributed to a decline in stocks as a result of over-fishing. With a major decline in a major predator like the cod I would have expected whiting and pouting populations to increase. They haven’t, recent winters have seen a worrying shortage of these fish.


Tope numbers have increased and the season has extended greatly with the odd fish showing virtually all year. Bass are also being caught all year round. Flounder numbers are down to an all time low. Gilt head bream are being caught in North Devon estuaries and black bream are starting to make a comeback on the coast.

Observations are easy to make while answers are harder to find. It is fascinating to ponder on what the future holds. One thing is for certain; the sea angler will need to adapt and evolve with the available fish stocks. 

  Change is also sweeping in the way we receive information the rapid growth of the internet and the world- wide- web is bound to impact upon traditional mediums. A vast data bank of information is there at the click of a mouse. This threatens to destabilize the way we purchase our fishing tackle. The fishing tackle shop historically a meeting point for anglers will struggle to survive if economic times are hard. Can the traditional angling magazine compete with the vast flow of information on the internet? Internet forums give instant news and views along with a worrying potential for bitching and backbiting.

Communication between anglers has also changed dramatically. Mobile phones now enable anglers to chat to each other whilst at venues miles apart. This can be a great advantage, it is often reassuring to discover that your mate whose headlight you can see twinkling across the bay is also suffering from a lack of bites. It is also of course equally off putting to hear that your mates have just landed a huge fish that makes your visit to the scales a waste of time. This can be replaced by anger a few hours later when you find they have caught less than yourself.

There is a certainty amongst all this change; in twenty years time things will have changed but not exactly as you thought!

KEV’S BIT

It still amazes me when out and about bumping into people on the shore the rigs that are still being used by some people. I think too much information from magazines that are mostly aimed at clean snag free beaches somewhere on the east coast and people reading this pick up on it. Because a person in mag has described it E.G Cod/Bass rig made with 30lb 40lb line for traces. Yes you can get away with it on Putsborough etc but once you get out of your comfort zone most marks are mixed to heavy going.. 

Let me explain-


I was talking to a gentleman on arriving at a mark and he said, “ Just before you got here I lost a tope”. “Unlucky,” Said I “What happened?” “It went through my 25lb line”. “ Did you have leader on? “ “Yes, I’m talking about my 25lb trace”.


Bearing in mind the guy was fishing for ray at the time in a dogfish infested mark. Catch a few of these loveable creatures and they will scuff up any sort of mono.

Me and Wayne always used to use Maxima in 80lb b.s for most of our fishing, cant that anymore. Must have been poor it was always sold out. (joke!)


Over the last few years we’ve gone to Berkley Trilene in 80lb b.s but in Berkley’s wisdom they don’t sell it here. So if you can get on the net and order a spool from America and no it wont put the fish off. Well they cannot see it in the dark and being strong it will get you out of some tricky situations.


The range of Sakuma Manta Hooks, the turned eye pennel ones are proving to be a good addition to our armoury. I have been using the 2/0 & 4/0 for most of my fishing but now the winter is coming you have the option of stepping up to 6/0 or 8/0 for those whole mackerel and big squid baits.


Combe Martin Sea Angling Club Calendar 2009

December 08

Sunday 28th – Festive Fish weigh in and start of January month competition

January  09

Sat/Sun 10th/11th
Tom Clark Memorial Rover 
Weigh in Cricket Club, Braunton

Tuesday 6th Finding Sanctuary – Talk- Important issues that  could have a big impact,,

Sunday 25th – Monthly Competition meet – 7.00pm to 8.00pm Cricket Club, Braunton

February

Sat/Sun 21st 22nd
24 hr Rover


Weigh in Cricket Club, 7.30pm

Monthly competition meeting. 

March

Presentation Night - 

Sat/Sun 28th/29th

Rover


Weigh in Cricket Club, 7.30pm

Monthly competition meeting. 

April

Saturday 11th – Fixed venue match – Bossington – fishing 4.00pm till 21.00pm

Bring a portable BBQ break at 18:00 for sizzling sausage etc. 

Sun 26th – Steve Webber – Boat trip Minehead

Sat/Sun 25th/26th

Rover


Cricket Club, 7.00pm  to 8.00pm

Monthly competition meeting. 


May

Saturday 9th    Ray Away Day Selworthy/Greenaleigh. Meet at the National Trust car park 9.30pm. Pool £5.00. Catch and Release bag weight. Dogfish 1lb
Saturday 23rd   Putsborough Beach “Open” Book in 8.30pm to 9.30pm. Fishing 10.00pm to 3.00am. Weigh in by 3.30am.



Sunday 31st    Monthly competition meeting 7.00pm to 8.00pm 
June

Sunday 7th – Boat Trip Minehead – Meet harbour 8.15am

Sat/Sun 27th/28th

Monthly competition meeting. 7.00pm to 8.00pm

July

Wilson Trophy 

Sat/Sun 11th/12th

Rover


Weigh in Cricket Club, 7.30pm

Sun 26th Monthly competition meeting. 


7.00pm  to 8.00pm

August

Sat/Sun 29th/30th

Rover


Weigh in Cricket Club, 7.30pm Monthly competition meeting. 

September

Sat/Sun 19th 20th   Lyn Fish Heddon’s Mouth to Hurlstone. 

Fishing from 6.00pm. Weigh in Rising Sun, Lynmouth by 8.00pm. Pint and bite.

Sun /27th 
Monthly competition meeting. 7.00pm  to 8.00pm

October

Sat/Sun 10th/17tth
TBA
Away Trip


Sat/Sun 24th/25th 
Rover


Weigh in Cricket Club, Braunton 7.30pm

Monthly competition meeting. 

November

Sat/Sun 7th 8th 
 Barry Hill Memorial              Fixed Venue - TBC

Fishing 6.00pm to 10.00pm 

Sat/Sun 28th/29th 
Rover 



Weigh in Cricket Club, Braunton

Monthly competition meeting

December

Friday 4th 
Annual General Meeting
Cricket Club, Braunton 7.30pm.

Sat/Sun 5th/6th
Xmas Competition. Rover
Weigh in Cricket Club, Braunton 

Sat/Sun 26th/27th 
Rover



Weigh in Cricket Club, Braunton

Monthly competition meeting. 

	Members Book in by phone : Wayne - 01271 850586, Nick - 01271 814703

Entry Fee £ 5.00      £2.00 Juniors  note all junior entry goes to club. Entitled to full prize if they win.

All competitions members only unless specified “OPEN”

Weigh in’s at Cricket Club, Braunton are by 7.30pm unless otherwise stated

Monthly Competition Meet 7.00pm to 8.00pm Last Sunday in the month.

Entry for monthly competition within 7 days of start (last Sunday of preceding month)

Club Limits – Lands End to old Avon Bridge.

CMSAC specimen sizes and rules apply to all competitions.

All species can be weighed, witnessed and released. Bona-Fida Club member (2 Years) Photo if possible. 

Fish less than 70% do not count in club only competitions. (Exemption for junior points).

Three fish maximum per angler at weigh in.

Please note competition weigh in time and venue may be changed, please check when booking in.


Competition league - 3pts - 1st 2pts - 2nd 1pt - 3rd 1pt - Attendance

Juniors -1 point per competition for weighing in a fish of over 50%

First prize Trophy + Tackle voucher.

Committee Meetings -7.00pm 

February 1st 
April 19th
June 21st
September 13th
15th November

November 24th – AGM pre-meeting

Refer to club rules greater detail.   
RAMBLINGS

Another year draws to an end, a traditional time of reflection and future gazing. It is easy to get sucked into a mood of pessimism and gloom with the present state of the world. But that’s not a worthwhile direction so I will attempt to ramble towards an upbeat finish. 


I was contacted a while ago regarding “Finding Sanctuary” a young lady was attempting to meet with local anglers to discover where they fish, what they catch, at what time and where they collect their bait? On meeting Sarah I learned more of this grand plan that was to be part of the forthcoming Marine Bill. Sarah armed with maps and markers intended to interrogate anglers who are Marine Stakeholders. The exercise was/is extremely time consuming with a vast amount of information being sought. This bank of questions brought an understandable mixture of reactions. Anglers tend to be secretive creatures and resent any intrusion into their world. Why should we divulge information to anyone?


I quizzed Sarah on the need for this information and she explained that there is a plan to set up MCZ’s (Marine Conservation Zones). All stakeholders are being encouraged to set out how they use the coast. She pointed out that if anglers do not take part their voice will not be heard and as a result MCZ’s could be set up that result in restrictions on angling and bait collecting practices. So as a club we have started to engage in the process and encourage members to do the same. The process is at present unrealistically unwieldy and we hope to modify the process by mutual agreement. 


The Marine Bill has much within that can be interpreted as good for the future of angling. It also contains areas that could be of concern. How much of a voice will the recreational sea angler have I wonder? Will the commercial sector continue to have a stronger voice? Local commercial fisherman attempt to convince us that they are making conservation efforts, anglers are sceptical. They see trawlers coming close inshore decimating inshore stocks and hear tales of huge catch’s of fish. The systems are of course flawed; quotas lead to waste of resources, dumped fish etc. The English fishermen are of course enraged when the government impose restrictions on them that are ignored by a wider European fleet that come ever-closer to our shores. 


Our website continues to show specimen fish being landed by members. It fails to show however all the blank outings that are a major part of today’s angling scene. Up Channel reports of fish are scarce; an encouraging start to the winter season saw whiting and codling showing in reasonable numbers. This start has evaporated with worryingly poor results. Many tackle shops rely heavily upon the autumn and winter cod run to tempt anglers out of their homes or the pub. Optimism will ensure that anglers continue to drown worms for a while but for how long? A pound of worms is not cheap; after a while even the keenest anglers will question the cost / effort = fish equation. Fortunately commercial carp puddles are helping to keep the industry afloat. This artificial branch of angling with instant success, bent rods and screaming reels gives the quick fix to match today’s society. I have enjoyed sorties to such waters but only as light relief from real angling in wild waters. 


The shortage of fish in coastal waters could be over by the time you read this. Fish migrations are driven by hunger and if large shoals of sprats are in mid channel then predatory fish will follow and no juicy bait cast from the shore will entice fish that are not there. There are many reasons why we may not be catching fish. There are those that believe the commercial sector have pushed stocks close to collapse. This is true with some species but by no means all. There are certainly plenty of fish for anglers to target if they are prepared to adapt and vary their approach.


There are plenty of anglers who scoff at efforts to increase catch and release. What’s the point in relation to the vast quantities taken by the commercial sector anglers have very little impact on stocks? The point is that anglers can only talk from a high moral vantage point if they have their house in order. Pointless killing of fish is indefensible regardless of numbers. An enlightened approach should gain support for the recreational angler who retains only what is required for the table. A great deal of damage is done to anglings image by the morons who leave vast amounts of litter on the shoreline. Just think of the anger when someone’s dog picks up a piece of mackerel with a hook in it. Then I guess we could retaliate by mentioning the mountains of dog excrement that foul our footpaths and cycle-ways. 


Time to get out of grumpy old man territory I guess and wax lyrical about the thrills of sea angling. I am reading the Bass Anglers Sport Fishing Societies Book “Bass on Bass” at present. A very inspiring read full of short stories of bass fishing, comradeship, tactics and wild places. Well worth a place on any sea anglers bookshelf.  

It has not been a brilliant season for bass on the North Devon Coast with few anglers enjoying good catches. However there is a definite extension of the bass angling season with bass appearing all year round. The dedicated bass angler could I feel sure take fish from our surf beaches 12 months of the year.  Big mackerel or squid bait anchored out in the surf can of course bring big conger, ray or possibly even cod. A large capacity reel will allow the angler to pay out line as the tide pushes in. A big bait can be anchored a couple of hundred yards offshore in this way.


Last year saw January bring exceptional fishing with bull huss, conger and tope bringing great sport. Let’s hope this is repeated this coming year. I certainly hope to get out and have a go as normal. Finding time to fish is increasingly difficult with ever increasing demands on time. I have embarked upon another book writing project that is swallowing up quite a bit of my fishing time. It is however a fascinating project requiring the interviewing of local anglers with years of experience and a multitude of tales to tell. With luck I will get it published at some point. 

Footnote


I wrote the above before the AGM and some of it had a degree of relevance to discussion at that meeting. If you were not there you missed an interesting evening that displayed member’s passion for their sport and the environment in which it takes place. The introduction of catch and release is a bold move that puts the club at the forefront of angling conservation. Like it or not this is certainly the direction that angling is following with sea angler’s attitudes and approach moving closer to that of our freshwater comrades. We are a small club with a dedicated band of keen anglers who tend to specialise in chasing specimen fish. We are not fishing for large sums of money and have a large degree of trust within the club. We welcome new members who uphold our values and want to enjoy their fishing. 


The club aims to promote the enjoyment that is derived from good company, fresh air and scenery along with the odd fish to bend the rod and stretch the line.

Sharp hooks, tight lines and good luck.



Wayne Thomas

The Combe Martin 
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